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SER MO N 


Preach 'd at the Gathering of a Charch, 


and the Ordination 
of the Reverend 


Mr. 'Y imothy W. alker 


to the Paſtoral Office, at the new Plantation 


called Pennicook, 
Noy. 18th 1730. 


By John Barnard, M. A: * 


Paſtor of a Church in Audover. 
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To which are annexed; 


Fhe Charge, and the Right Hand of Fellows 
Hip, uſed on that Occaſion. 
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Now made Publick at the Deſire of ſeveral who were preſent at 
that Solemnity.- 
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PROV. ix. 1, 2, and part of the ja ver. . 


WISDOM. bath builded ber Houſe, "She 
bath hewn out her ſeven Pillars: - | $bs, 
hath killed her Beaſts,” ſhe hath» mingled 
ber Wine, ſhe hath alſo furniſhed her Ta 
The, + | ods hath ſent fan & ber MailehS.o— 


{1 


4 A D I followed my own, PE WIT 

l I ſhould have been n Hearer, and not 
8 G72? A Preacher upon this, ſolemn, im: 
S8 H S portant Occaſion. A ſenſe of my Obli- « 


D — to a with the Sons ah * 
_ my Reverend Brother, Who is, t 
PPE EE Da CO to be ſer apart 5 the Wor. 
the Miniſtry, and Paſtoral Office in Place, 
| mY with me to deny my {el [RES in 
© Senkible of Iolaficiency fo 12 8 
8 ot my great. uffic T. 
Diſcharge of the Duty before. ney with 7 rc 
upon he Alſuficzent Grace of C HRIST 775 
would addreſs my ſelf to the, Work expected af me. 
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4 Rr 
* An Ordination SERMON. 
| : The Words now read, preſent us with ſeveral 


| [weight, pertinent to be thought upon at the Gathering 


& Church of CHRIST, and Ordination of a Miniſter. 
' In them, we have the Church deſcribed by the Meta- 
phor of a Houſe ; The Owner, Former and Builder of it. 
aſlerted ; The plentiful Proviſion made for it deolared ; 
And Finally, The Appointment & Miſſion of Stewards 


to Officiate therein 


* 
* . 
. 


I, we have the Church deſcribed ; and the Owner, 
Former and Builder ofit aſſerted : Wiſdom hath bu ded 
ber Houſe, ſve hath hewn-out her ſeven Pillars. 


# - ue have the Church deſcribed by the Metaphor of - | 
a Houſe. | 

If we are nextly and more immediately to underſtand- 
the Temple of Solomon, by the Houſe mentioned; yet, we 
are not to terminate our View here, but may well conceive . 
à further Reference, even to the Church of Cuais r un- 
der the Ola and Neu-. = Exhibition and * 
ation of the Covenant of Grace. TheGoſpel is not a ſtran- 


| 


£ 


q 


| 
| 


„ 
; 


1 
* 


ger to the Meraphors uſed in the Text, wih Relation to 


the Church. Our Saviour 
upon à Rock, Mat. 16. 18. And the Church is called a 


ſpeaks of hinlding his Church. 


Inilding, x Cor. 3. 9. Ye are GOD's Building. It is 
alſo called a Houſe : The Houſe of GOD, 1 Tim. 3. 15. 
That thou mayeſt know how thou oughteſt to behave thy 


e the Hoyje of GOD, wbich if vi, Church of the” 


4 GOD 


L * We have the Owner, Former and Builder of this 
Houſe aſſerted, viz. Wiſdom. Wiſdom hath builded her 


* * * 


Houſe, 15 hath hewn out her ſeven Pillars. 


y Wiſdom we are here to underſtand our Lord Ju- 
sus Cnx1sT, the Wiſdom of GOD, as He is . 
1. Cor. 1.24. And well may He bear this Name; ſor never 
was the Wisdom of GON ſo mych exerted and diſplayed, 
as in the Method He has taken to fave a loft World b 
Cunisr. Herein has He abounded towards us in a 


% : 


Wiſdom and Prudence, Eph. 1. 8. g If. 
..- pas hes gs 8. | © 
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If we look into the foregoing xapters, it will ap 
that Viſdom here ſpoken of, is a Perſon, and not an 
Attribute of the Divine Nature, nor Neli gion, as the 
Word often im in Scripture ; and that this Perſon 
the Son os GOD, the Second glorious Subſiſtence in the 
adorable Trinity. Chap. 8. 30. Wiſdom lays, Ta! 
Him, or«vith Him, i. e. with GOD: ty RO th 
Evangeliſt John had an Eye to this Place, when Ipeaking 
of the Eternal Logos, He fays, He was with GOD? 
Job. 1.1. The Eternal Generation of Wiſdom is alfc 
„ us in __ 2d Perſe, ** < 
oſſe ſſed me in the Beginnn his Way, ; 
Ml s of old He poſſeſſed me} or, as it may be read 
He obtained me, not by way of Creation, nor of graciou 
. Seperation and Adoption; but by way of Generation. Fur 
ther, Perſonal Qualities, Properties, Affections anc 
Effel's are predicated of Wiſdom. Wiſdom lays, I have 
Strength, ver. 14. And it's another Pro of Wiſdor 
to Love & Rejoice, ver. 17, 30. Alſo to Cry or gall 
aloud, ver. 1. And to conclude, Chap. 1. ver. 23. N 
dom \romiſes to _ out the Spirit : Turn ye at my Re 
proof ; Behold, Iuill pour our my Spirit unto you ; which 
is a bright Evidence of the Perſonality of Wiſdom, anc 
that this Wiſdom is our Lord Jz$svs Cur 15r. - 


l 
2. In the Words we have the . a we 
for the Church, by the Owner, Former and Builder of 
it, declared. She hath killed herBeaſts ; fhe hath ming 
led her Nine; ſbe hath alſo ſurniſbed ber Table. 
_ *Tis not unuſual in Scripture, to find ſpiritual Bleſhng 
ſhadowed forth by the Emblem of a Feaſt, Ifa.2 5.6. And 
in this Mountain ſhall the Lord of Hoſts make unto 
all People, a Feaſt of fat Things, a Feaſt of Mines 
on the Lees, of fat Things full of Marrow, of Wines 
on the Lees ell refined. Mat. 22: 4. Behold, I bav 
Prepared my Dinner ; my Oxen and my Fatlings are 
Killed, and all Things are ready. 


. 
* 


3- We have the Appointment and Miſſion of Seward 
to Offic iate in the Church, affirmed. Se harh ſent 


By 


forth ber Maidens, ——. 


i 
|. .. By: Maidens here Expoſitors underſtand the Minifers 


the Þ ; of 
ould be; and what: thoſe, that are faithfull, ui be: 


— 


— 


: 
; 


. 
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land Paſfors of the Chutch. They are called Maidens 


or Virgins, as the Word imports, to ſignify, what the 
— 5 of the ee A 2 of Cnzisr 


Their Doctrine muſt he Chaſt, Pure and Unadulterated ; | 
All their miniſterial Adminiſtrations muſt be agreable to 


the. Mind and Will of the great Owner, Former & Buil- 


der of the Church: They muſt be Men of good Lives 


and Converſations, Thoſe that bear the Veſſels of the 


LORD, muſt be Holy, Pure in Heart, and Holy in all 


* 


manner of Converſation. 


The. Words of the Text are applicable to, particular 
Churches, and accordingly I ſhall handle them; and they 


» * 


afford us this Dochinal Truth, 


* VE, 95; 
| * 


8 Oc R Nr. „ 


; o 0 HAT the. Churches of CHRIST are of His form- 
| + #11g;. Their Proviſion of his making, and their Ali - 


- / 4 
: 5 


e uſters of his appointing and ſeuding to them. 


There are three Things obvious in the Doctrine, to 


be ſpoken unto, 


J. That the Churches of CHRIST are of his Forming. 


II. Their Proviſion of his making. a 
III. Their Miniſters of his appointing and ſending 


ro them. 


I. That the Churches of CHRIST are of his Forming. 
lere ste two Particulars to be ſpoken unto. 
1. 'FThat-rrue Churches are the Churches of CHRIST. 


2. It is CHRIST that Forms them. 


1. True Churches are the Churches of CHRIST. 
The In{irnticn of Churches is of ancient Date. Be- 
fore the giving cf the Law, there were Churches of a 
Divine Character : Hence we read of Sacrifices offered ; 
and we have ſufficient Intimations, that there were Per- 
{uns. ccnk ciated to Miniſter in Zfcly Things : We _ 
* | | 6 


— ü 
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of 'Melchizedeck, that he was a Prieſt of the Moſt High 
God. Theſe angient. Churches were of more #2rrow 
. Limits, and are ſuppoſed to be confined. to Families, of 

which the Firſt Born was the. Prieſtor Sacrifitator, as the 

eus and many Learned Men conceive.” There were, 
ſay they, © Four peculiar Privileges belonging tothe Firſt 
© Born : viz. Supremacy of Royalty, adouble Portion, 
© Benediftion, and the ſacerdotal Digni yy. 


Aſter the giving of the Law, there was a Church In- 
ſtituted ; This Church was National, confiſting of the 
Jewiſh Nation chiefly ; tho? there were ſome #ro/etyres 
of other Nations admitted into it: Theſe were of two 
Sorts, called the 7 of Juſtice, and Proſeſzpes of 
the Gate. © The Proſelytes of Juſtice wete ſuch as a- 
© bandoned Paganiſin, and turned abſolute ers; They 
©. were Circumciſed, Baptized and obliged to the u hole 
© Law of Moſes, and made Partakers of very near all the 
© Priviledges enjoyed by the Native eus, and were In- 
© termixed with them. Tis probable, the Rechalites, 
© deſcended of Jethro, the Father in Law of Mees, u ere 
© of theſe Proſelytes. The other Proſeiytes were called 
© Proſelytes of the Gate, or Habitation, becauſe they were 
© permitted to Live inthe Holy Land; Theſe renounced 
r idolatry, and worſhipped only the true GOD; but did 
© not {ſubmit to the Ceremonial Law of Moſes : Of this 
© ſort of Proſelytes were the Hraugers mentioned. in the 
6 Foort# Commandment 7. EO IND 


Vrael was a Church, As 7.38. ' © This is He, who 
© was in the Church, in the Wilderneſs, with the Angel, 
© which ſpake to Him in Mount Sinai, and with our Fa- 
© thers, who received the Lively Hracles to give unto us. 


And as there were Churches Inſtituted ee, aud 
under the Old Teſtament Diſpenſation; P Gpeb 
Churches are of Divine Inſtitution. It was the Mork 
of the Inſpired Apeſſ les to Hart Churches, and they were: 
wonderfully ſucceeded in this their Undertak ig. 


- 
a * 
4 | 6.4 _ 
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. Cant. 1. 7. Tell ne, O thou, zwhom my 115 
àt Noon. 
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Tue Churches, are the Churches of CHRIST. Ther 
is a near Wer note between CHRIST and them, He 
Challenge'h a ſpecial Propriety in them, and they are cal- 
led His. Rom. 16. 16. The Churches of Chriſt Salute 
ul loverh 

arhere thou Ne where thou ma keſt thy Flock to ref 

rue Churches are CHRIS T's, wh 


Q 


: 


. By Purchaſe.  _ þ 

2. By Donation from the Father. 4 
2. By Profeſſion. _ 
4. By Covenant Stipulation. 7 


1. By Purchaſe. | 


When the Apoſtle had exhorted the Z1Jers of thg 
Church of Epheſus, to 2425 heed to the Flock 
over which the Holy Ghoſt made them Over-ſeers, 
He enforces his Exhortation with this Argument, vis. 
GOP's purchaſing the Church with his own Blood, 
Acts 20. 28. Take heed therefore unto your ſelves, and 
unto all the Flick, over the which the Holy Ghoſt bath 
made you Over-ſeers, to Feed the Church of God, which 
He hath purchaſed with his on Blood. i. e. which He, 


4 who was G O Das well as Man, purchaſed with his ow 


Blood. The Churches are the Purchaſe 'of CHRIST 
Blood, therefore may He lay a juſt Claim unto them. 


1 2. They are Chriſt's Churches by Donation from the 
at her. 2 f 
The Father has given them unto Him: Pfal. 2. 8. 
T xviill give Thee the, Heathen for thine Inheritance, 
and ti e uttermoſt Parts of the Earth for thy Poſſeſſion. 
John 3 8 The Father loverh rhe Son, and hath given 


| all Things into his Hands. If the Father hath given 


all things into the Sons Hands, then ſurely the Churches 
are Part of this large and extenſive Donation. True 
Churches are not only Chri/i”s by Purchaſc, but alſo, 
They are the Father*sGift to the Son, which ſtrengthens 
(it it can be) His Intereſt and Propriety in them. 3 
. 8 | 3. They 
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3. They are Chris by Profeſſion. 3 

i They . themlelves to be Societies, ſubject unto 
CHRIST. They either verbally or practically own 
CHRIST to have a Right unto them. They. call Him 
their Lord and their Maſter, and profels, that they are 
not their ow#z but CHRIS T's: Surely then, the Chur- 
ches are CHRIS T, ſince they make this good Profeſſion. 
Their Profeſſion is very binding, and comes near to the 


Engagement of a Covenant. 


4. They are Chriſt's by Covenant Stipulati-n. 
Here I ſhall confider Churches in a more ext-nſive 
: than the word is commonly taken in, as comprizing, 
not only Members in full Communion, but thoſe alſo that 
haue Perſonally and Explicitly brought themſelves un- 
K 15 Bond of e , n 19 8 who war 

ey have not -per publickly Covenanted 
With the Lord JESUS ; — are . Bonds, 
by virtue of what their Parents have done for them. Not 
only are thoſe who fit down at the Table of the LORD 
.Members of * Church; but all that have recognized 
their Saptiſma Covenant, and thoſe allo, io have been 
Partakers of the Sacred Seal of Baptiſm. Now Perſons 
chat are in either of theſe Three Stations in the Church, 


are CHRIST 's by Covenant Stipulaticn. 


1. Members in full Communion are His by Covenant 
Stipulation. They have given themſelves unto Him to 
be his forever; and in Teſtimony hereof, They take 
the Sacrament. - When they joined themſelves unto his, 
Jzople, they gave themſelves unto the LORD, 2 Cor. 

& Reg 1 2 rears 55 oe 2s copy 

axtake ob the Holy Supper of the LORD, if not e 
ly and — wa yet implicitly and vertually 
By receiving the Seal of the Covenant they ſet to theig 
Seal, that they are CHRIS T's and will be his forever 
And. what is a Church? ( ſtrictiv taken) but? a Com 
6. pany of Saints by calling, united into one Body, by a 
© holy Covenant, for the public Worſhip of GUD-and 
© our Saviour, andthe mutual Edifice ĩotrone of agothel 


% inthe. Fellowſhip of the, 2 JESUS. 


k 
* 
11 
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into our Churches. | 


cing their own Act and Deed. 


not by their own, yet by their Parents or Maſter”s 


as if it had been their owwn AF, 


acceptation, as conſiſting only of Communicants at 


tenſive Senſe, as extending unto all that are under 


the Church, as thoſe that are in full Communion. 


| 
[| the firſt general Head. 
| 2. The Churches of CHRIST are of his Formin 


which our Lord JESUS CHRIST takes to Form 
Churches. * 

. 

1. He doth it by multiplying a People. 

| 'The Kingdom of Providence is committed into 


* all Things to the Church, Eph. 1. 22. 


This Covenant is the Church Covenant, the Subſtance 
of which is propounded to thoſe who obtain Admiſſian 


| 2. Thoſe of the Church that publickly renew their 
if! Bapriſmal Covenant, notwithſtanding they don't come 

into full Communion, are CHRIS T's by Covenant Sti- 
pulation. Thefe give up themſelves to CHRIST, and 
our Saviour may prove his Right in them, by produ- 


3. All Haptis d Perſons, the Baptized in their In- 
fancy are CHRIS T's by Covenant Stipulation ; 'Ti6* 
* 


Act 


and Deed, who have an unqueſtionable Right thus to 
| diſpoſe of them, for their beſt Good and Advantage; 
ro what rey have done for them is really as binding, 


Vou ſee then, that the Churches are CHRIS T's by 
I Covenant, whether we conſider them in their common 


the 


the 


| | ZO RTL's-Table; or if we conſidęr them in a more ex- 


Bonds of the Covenant, who are as really Members of 


I now paſs to the Second thing to be conſidered under 


Of the Church of J7ae/, the Lord fays, This Peo- 
ple bave Tformed for my ſelf, they ſhall ſhew forth my 
Praiſe, Iſa. 43. 21. Here let us conſider the Meaſures 


the 


Hands of our Lord JESUS CHRIST, conſidered asGod- 
Man Mediator. The Father hath given Him to be 


All 
the 
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| * : Fr 4 . | . 19 7] 21.3) 3.8 
the Products and Events of Providence are his appoint- 
ing, ordering and bringing to pas. The multipiyin 
＋ a People is by his Providence, whoſe King dom rulerb 
over all. Now, when a People, a Chriſtian People are 
encreaſed, it produces Churches: Hence it comes to 6 5 
that People ſwarm out, and diſtinct Societies are m1 15 
plied, and Churches formed. To this are o wing 
many Golden Candleſticks, which are the Glory q our 
Land JESUS CHRIST has encreaſed the People, and 
hereby multiplyed his Chur cg 


. Another Step which our Lord JESUS” CHRIST 
takes to build Churches, is, his making way for neu 
Sertlements. He enlarges his, People's Borders, and in 
his Provldenc: finds them out Settlements, where they 
have a View of agreable worldly Accommodations arid 
. Conveniencies, which moves them to remove their 
Dwellings, and Settle new Zowns and Plantations. A 
Time of Peace, wherein Towns and Churches are mul- 
tiplyed, is one of the Bleſſings of CHRIST. 

He has the Hearts of his People's Enemies in his own 
Hand, and cauſes them to be at Peace 'with them'; 
whence they are encouraged to break forth on the Right 
Hand, and on the Left, and —＋ themſelves into 
thoſe Places, which a Time of War would render the 
Settlement of formidable and impracticable. 


3. Our Lord JESUS CHRIST hath ſometimes made 
uſe of the hard Uſage and Impoſitions of Men to Form 
and Build Churches. 3 1 
60d 's People were hardly uſed in Z7zypr : Their 

came up to the Ears of the Lord; hereupen, He 
ſent Moſes and Aaron to bring them from under their 
heavy and grievous Yoke : The Hardſbips they met 
with, as well as the Miracles vro't by Moſes, inclin'd 
them to leave the Land of Zzypr. The Lord JESUS 
brought them out of Zgypr into the Wilderneſs ; there 
they entered into Covenant with the Zord, and were 
ſolemnly introduced into a Church-State.  * © 

We read, That when there happened a Perſecurion 


in the Church at Zeruſalzm, it occaſioned the W 
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of CHRIS T's Followers, whereby the Light of tha 
Golpel was ſpread, and conſequently Churches were 
formed and multipiyed, Acts 8. 1,4. IE 


The intolerable In Ae and Burdens, laid 
mur Fathers, the 3 ja tlers of this Land, moved cken 
| go venture Themſelves, Families and Eſtates over the 

vaſt and dangerous Atlantick, ——4 the Kingdom of 
dur Lord JESUS CHRIST became enlarged by the 
multiplication of his Churches. 


4. Our Lord JESUS CHRIST Forms and Builds his 
x Churches by Hiclining a People to gather themſeſpves 
into a Church- State. 
It is He who ſpirits Men for Church-Work, who in- 
clines them to call and ſettle his Miniſters, and Ordi- 
| .Nnances among them. All good Motions, Inclination 
And Diſpolitions proceed Gom Him, the e Head « 
Apiritual Influenees. 


J. Our Lord JESUS CHRIST carries a People thro? 
the 'Diffculties they meet with oftentimes, in their 2 
edi to come into a Church- State. Zech. 3. 6,7. © 
2 the Nord of the Lord unto Zerubbabel, ſaying, Nor 
Might nor by Power, but by my Spirit, 2 the 
Pi of Hoſts : Who art thou, O great. Mount ai un before 
Zub Thou ſhalt beconie a Plain, and He ſhalk 
ring forth the Head. Stone thereaf with ſhouting, TIE 
Grace, Grace | | 


6. The d Tec which oy Rulers take for he Set. 
* and E r ecting Churches for, CHRIST, proceeds 
rom 

It is He that raiſes up Religious Rulers, who have. 
at Heart the Intereſts of His Kingdom, who enact Laws 
for bringing a People into a Church-State : He inclines, 
Them to lay a Foundation for the Welfare of a People, 


in obliging them to ſettle Miniſters, that the Ordinances 


of CH IS may be adminiſtred among them. Prov. 


$. 16. Zy me Princes rule, and W, even. all the 


Judges of the Earth, "The 


As Ordinut lin SERMON ut: 


7. The Laws whereby CHRIS T's Churches are ge 

verned, are of his appointing and inſtituting. | 
All Societies muſt have Laus and Orders to regulate 
them, or elle they will fall into Confuſion. rack 


2 can't ſubſiſt long, and be Happy, without good Ordet, 
1 Our Lord JESUS CHRIST has enacted Zaws for't 
4 due Regulation of his Churches, and E them in 
the Goſpel. There is a holy Diſcipline to be uſed in 
and by the Churches ; the Members of them are accoun- 
table thereunto. There are 1 Penalties to be 
inflicted upon thoſe that walk diſorderly ; andProvileges 
to be obtained by thoſe whoſe Knowledge and good Be- 
haviour intitle them thereunto. | | 


Paſs we now to the Second Thing under theDoflrind 


II. The Proviſion of CHRIS T's Churches is of His 
waking. Wiſdom hath killed her Beaſts ; ſhe bath 
mingled her Wine, foe hath alſo furniſhed her Table. 

Our Tord FESUS CHRIST hath made plentiful, 
ſuitable, and agreable Proviſion for his Flocks. 


4 Here I ſhall mention what the Proviſion is, which 
our Lord ZFESUS CHRIST has made for his 
Churches. | 
1. He Himſelf is the moſt eminent and valuable part 
of the Proviſion, which is made for the Churches. 
The Owner, Former and Builder of the Churches is 
their Proviſion. The Eternal SON of GOD became 
Incarnate, died upon the Croſs, that He might become 
the Proviſion, the Food, the Repaſt of our Souls. The, 
People of GOD ace called upon to feed upon CHRIST 
by Faith. His Fleſh, He ſays, is Meat indeed, and His 
Blood is Drink indeed. Joh. 6. 5 5. He is the true read 
that came down from Heaven, that giveth Life unto 
the World. Toh. 6. 48, 49, 50, 51. Jam that Bread of 
Life : Your Fathers did eat Manna in the Wilderneſs, 
and are dead : This is the Bread which came down 
from Heaven, that a Man may eat thereof and not die: 
J am the living Bread which came down from Heaven; 
Tf any Man eat of this Bread, He foall Live for ever F 


an 


| 
<P 
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aud this Bread that I will give is ny Fleſh, which. I 
| | il give for the Life of the World. JESUS CHRIST. 
and his Fer Benefits are the Proviſion which He 
bas made for his Churches, and all are invited to par- 
take thereof: Prov. 9. 3, 4. She crieth upon the higheſt. 
Places of the City; Wheſs is ſimple let him turn in hither, 
as for him that wanteth underſtanding, ſhe ſaith, Come, 
eat of my Bread and drink of my Wine, which T have 
angled. Ho Every one that thirſteth, come ye to the 
|! Waters, ard be that hath no Money, come ye, buy and 
eat; yea, come, buy Wine and Milk without Money 
and without price. If any Man thirſt, ſays CHRIST, 
ill ber him come unto me and drink. | | 


2. Our Tord FESUS CHRIST hath provided 

Il] Ordinances for his Churches. 

1. His Word. © e 

This is part of the Proviſton CHRIST has made for 
his Churches. Of old, He gave his Word to Jacob, 
is Statures and Fudgments unto Jſrael. Pſal. 147. 19. 

And He hath provided his Word for his Go/þe} Chur- 
ches. He has furniſhed them with a compleat Canon of 
Seriprure: Hence the Church is called the Pillar and 
Ground of Truth, 1 Tim. ;. 15. He has alſo furniſhed. 
his Churches with the Word preached. It is very evi- 
dent, that ' Preaching was an Ordinance in the Church 
in the Apoſtle's Day, and was to continue ſo to the 
end of the World: Mat. 28. 19, 20. Go ye therefore and 
teach all Nations, Baptizing them in rhe Name of the 
Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghoſt. And 
ho! I am with you alway, even unto the end of the 
World. And what ample and ſuitable Proviſion has 
WW CARIST made for his Churches by providing his Word 
for them ! It is quick*ning and enliv'ning Food to the 
Soul. It gives Lite to dead Souls: [ will never for get 
thy Precepts, ſays the Pſalmiſt, for avith them thou haſt 
quickened me, Pfal. 119. 93.--- The Word of GOD is 
© quick and powerful, ſharper than a two edged Sword. 
© It is perfect, converting the Soul, and makes wife the 

© Simple ?. It is Food that ſtrengthens, and cauſes the 
Chriſtian to grow in Grace, and builds him up in = 


a. 
mm... h 
——- , 


tp 


and Holineſs : 1 Pet. 2. 2. Deſire the fincere Milk of the 
Mord, that ye may grow thereby. Acts 20. 32. I com- 
mend. you to God and to the IWord of hii Grace, which 
is able tobuild you up. And O! How ſweet & refreſhing 
to the Soul is this ſpiritual Food? Sweeter than the Ho- 


— : 
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ney and the Honey-(omb. It is the Delight of Saints ; 


Thro' Patience and Comfort of the Scriptures, they have 
Hope; and the Word Preached is an Inſtrument of help- 


ing their Foy. This Food of the Soul is an ArniiJore - 
- {ion 94 


againſt In , fortifys the Minds againſt Errors, © 
oper the Heart againſt Impreſſions from Temptations ; 

t is cleanſing and puriſying, Santtiſy them by thy Truth, 
thy Mord is Truth, Joh. 17. 17. 


2. Our Lord JESUS CHRIST has provided Sacra- 
ments for his ( hurches, 
Theſe are Bapriſm and the Lord's Supper. Theſe 


. 


Sacraments has CHRIST Inſtituted to be Signs and 


Seals of the Covenant of Grace. He has Inſtituted Bap - 


tiſin to confirm the Faith of Chriſtians, and engage the 
to be his faithful Servants ; to ſeal up to tbem their U- 
nion with Him, and participation of all bis ſaving Be- 
nefits. He has provided for hs Churches the Ordinance 
of the Zord*s Supper, that thereby they might have g 
lively Memorsal of his Sufferings and ſhew forth his 
Death, as often as they approach to this Ordinance ; that 
their Faith might be ſtrengtbned, their Love to Him en- 
flamed, their Sorrow for Sin excited, their Thankful- 
neſs drawn forth, and their Purpoſes of New 8 
corroborated : Finally, it is appointed to apply CHRIS 
and his Bleſſings to the 4 of his People. 


3. Our Lotd JESUS CHRIST hath provided the 
Ordinance of ſinging P/ahns for his Churches. 
Col. 4. 16, Let the Nord of Chriſt dell in yo 
richly in all Wiſdom ; teaching and admoniſning one 
another in Pſalms and Hymns and 2 Songs, ſing- 
ing with Grace in your Hearts to the Lord, 


4. Prayer is another Ordinance, which otir Ford 
PuNhich 


JESUS CHRIST has r for his Churches Good: 
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Pub lia prayer is an lufftution of CHRIST. - Hence 
we-rezd, Acts 6. 3. But we will give our ſelves conti- 
 mually unto Prayer, and to the Miniſtry of the Word. 


5. Venediction, or the teceiving the Bleſfing , in an Or- 
dinance CHRIST has Inſtituted for his Churches. 

This is an Ordinance with which CHRIST has fa- 
voured his Churches. As thePrieſts of old were to Bleſs 
the People in the Name of the Lox, fo. are Goſpel 
4 to receive the Bleſſing from their authorized 

aſtors 

L now paſs to the Third and laſt general Head un- 

* the Doctrine. 


II The Miniters of CHRIS T's Churches are of 
His appointing and ſending, to them. She hath * 
Je” her Maidens. 

Under this Head I ſhall ſpeak, 
1. Of the Miſſion of the Miniſters of CHRIST's 
Churches. 
2. Of their Office. "700 


But briefly to each. 
1. Of the Miſſion of the Miniſters or Paſtors of the 


5 c Nears And, 


(t) I ſhall endeavour to ſhew that it is CHRIST 
who ſends Miniſters to his (hufches. And, 
(2) Who they are, that are ſent by CHRIST. 


8 ) That CHRIST ſends them to his C hurches. 
ur Lord FESUS CHRIST has not only pur- 
chaſed theſe Giſts for his Churches, but the Churches 
receive them from Him. He ſends them: He ſets in 
"his Churches Paſtors and Teachers, Eph. 4. 11. A. 
my Fither ſent me, ſo ſend I you, Joh. 20. 21. Behold 
1 ſend you forth as Sheep amo 4 Wolves, Mat. 10. 16. 
Of o14,GOD ſent forth Fs Miniſters in an extraordinary 
Way an 1 Manner: He called them unto their Work zu.. 
moiately; but it is not fo now; Miniſters, at this Day, 
malt not expect to be pointed out by the immediate 
Finger of GOD, but muſt be fatisficd in their Miſſion, in 
a more mediate ordinary way. ˖ 

2. 
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Lord JESUS CHRIST to be Miniſters to his Chufc g. 


Indeed the Angels: are miniſtring Spirits, ſent forth 


ſhould ſend the bright Morning Stars to be Paſtors, 6 
Glory would | il. 
ſinful Fleſh to bear. He ſends Men cloathed witbFleſh, 


2. They are Majes, and not Females, whom CHRIST 
ſends to be Miniſters to his Churches. es 
The Apoſtle ſays, I /uffer not a Woman to teach, nor 
to uſurp. Authority: over the Man, 1 Tim. 2. 12. Feen 
mult not be Miniſters. of the Goſpel. They mult not be 
publick Teachers. Let the Otakers boaſt of their Fa- 
male Preachers, ſurely the Golpel owns no ſuch publick 
Preachers: This Honour is. confer'd only upon the 
Male, to Preach the Goſpel, and adminiſter the Seals of 
the Covenant, and take the charge of CHRIST“, Flocks, 


3. They are Men of Knowledge, and not ignorant 
Novices whom our Lord JESUS CHRIST ſends to be 
Miniſters to his Churches. | 2 
The Apoſtle ſays, a Miniſter muſt not be a Noviſe: 
He muſt be well ſtock'd with Knowledge; he muſt be 
furniſhed with a good meaſure of Humane Literature and 
divine Knowledge, whom JESUS CHRIST ſends to be 
His Miniſter. ' If an Ignorant Man undertakes the Work 
of the Miniſtry, he runs before he is fent by CHRIST, 
and is guilty of the moſt daring Preſumption & Propha- | 


4. They are Men fairly call by the Peaple, and not 
Inruders, whom CHRIST ſends to be the Paſtors of 
his Churches The People's Z/c4ion is requilite to wa- 
ni feſt a Miniſter's Call. © "200 
Kh 4. They 


— 
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5- They are N and di poſed to the Woxk of 
he Miniſtry, as'well as qualified for it, vhom CHRIST 
lends to his Churches to be their Miniſters. 

The Miniſtry muſt not be undertaken by conſtraint 
but with 2 ready, wwilling Mind. The Apoſtle ſays, if 
any Man deſire the Office of a Biſbop, he deſireth a good 
Work. A Man may queſtion his Miſſion, if he under- 


| takes the Miniftry without a real Love tothe Work. In- 


deed, Iſaiah made an Excuſe, when GOD call'd him 


| to this Work ; but, this don't prove that he was diſin- 


clin'd to the Office and Work in it ſelf, which GOD 
call'd him unto, he only pleaded his own ſinfulneſs, 
which he tho't diſqualify d him for the PropheticalOfftce. 


6. They are Men of Orthodox Principles, and good 
Morals, whom CHRIST ſends to be Miniſters to his 
Churches. | | 

They are Men of an Orthodox Faith. Our Saviour 
has too great a Love for his Flocks, to fend them Mini- 
ſters to poiſon them with groſs Error : If ſuch are to be 
removed from their Miniſtry, when they come to be 
detected, ſurely then, they are not ſent by CHRIST. 
The Lox v aſſerts, that the falſe Prophets of old ran 
without his ſending them. 

They are alſo Men of good. Morals, whom CHRIST 
fends to be Paſtors to his Churches. What have the 
© ſcandalous to do to declare CHRIST's Statutes to his 
© Churches, and to, zake his Covenant into their Mouths, 
ſeeing they hate Inſtruction, and caſt CHRIST*s Laws 
behind them? A Miniſter muſt be a Mas of good Report. 


of the Office 


# 


2. I now proceed to ſpeak a few Things 
of * 4 of the Churches. 
And, | 
1. Their Office is to Teach. © 
This is the principal part of their Miniſterial Office, 
which our Saviovs mentions in the Commeſſion He gave 
his Diſciples Mat. 28. 19, 10. | 
Now, Teaching may be perform'd the two following 


Ways, | 
l 1. By 
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1. By Preaching. The Apoſtles gave themſelves to 
the Miniſtry of the Word, Acts 6. 2, 4. It is thei 
Buſineſs to Preach the Goſpel. Preach the Word, lays 
Paul to Timothy, be inſtant, in edle and out of ſea- 
fon. Mo unto me, ſays the great Apoſtle, if Ipreach nos 
the Goſpel. Sb N N a 1 2 


2. By Catechizeng. ** . 18 
Carechizing if manag'd well by a Miniſter, is a very 
_ advantageous way of Inſtructing : It puts the Carechu- 
men upon Study and Conſideration, a on_—_ things 
well in his Mind; and gives a Miniſter an Opportunity 
to enlighten him, wherein he is defective and wanting 
in his Knowledge. ' 11 208 


2. Another Miniſterial Duty is the Adminiſtration of 
#he Seals of the Covenant, the Sacraments of the Ner- 
Teſtament, Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper. Mat. 28.19. 
Go reach all Nations, Baptizing them in the Name of 
the Father, and of the Son, and of the HolyGhoſt. They 
are Srewards of the Myſteries of GOD. e 


3. Another part of the Miniſterial Office is to offer up 
the publick Prayers 4 the Churches. 

As in the J7euiſo Church it was the Office of the 
High Prieſt, the Prieſts and Levites, the publick Mini- 
ſters of Religion, to lead in the publick Prayers, fo, the 
publick Miniſters in the Chriſtian Churches, are autho- 
rized ſo to do; they are to be the Mouth of the Congre- 
gation unto GOD: Hence, a Miniſter of the Goſpel is 
called Leitourgos, Rom. 15. 16. Becauſe it is his Office, 
and peculiar Buſineſs to officiate the publickServices of tte 
Church or Congregation. 1 8 


| 220. 
4. It is part of the Office of the Paſtors of CHRIS N 


Flocks to Bleſs them in his Name. 

As Aaron and his Sons were to Bleſs the People in 
theſe words, The Lord Bleſs thee and keep thee, the 
Lord make his Face to ſhine upon thee, and be gracious. 
unto thee, the Lord lift up the Light of his Countenauce 
upon thee, and give thee Peace, Numb. 6. 24, 25, 26. 

8 
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So, The Paſtors of Goſ; Churches to Bleſs th 
3 "the Name of CHRIST Ag 15 


5. The Miniſters of the Churches of cur are 
Viſit rhe Sick, and Pray with them. 
kom is part of heir Office, James 5. 1 Ib any 
— you, —— Him call for the Elders of the Chur- 
i ; and let them Pray over Him, anointing Him with 
[| 95 in the Name of 2 Lord. Though the Circum- 
i of Anointing the Sick with Oy is now of no. 
Ule, becauſe it was a Ceremony that y'd the 
ji = a Miracle in ancient 'Times, yet, it — 


a Duty for Miniſters to viſit the Sick of their roger 
not only Pray with them, but Comfort and be helpful to 
i in Preparing for Eternity. 


6. It is alſo part of a Miniſter's Office to Reſolve and 


i Aer Caſes of Conſcience. 
* He muſt be a good Caſuiſt, an Interpreter, one of 2 


WPI to — unto Man his — 4 not and to 
Wiconvince the Hypocrite of his Hypoc cople ſhould 

\ Wet to their Minifters, with cher — — ruples, 
Wi *s they ſhould do their beſt to reſolve & — t em. 


7. They are to Rule the Churches, according to the 
g Laws of CHRIST. 

| - They muſt feed their reſpective Flocks, which im- 
[i plies Rule and Government. They are called Overſeers 
of their Flocks. They have the Keys of the Kingdom 
committed unto them; not only the Key of Doctrine, 
but of Diſcipline. But they muſt, in no wiſe, Lord it 
over 60 D's Heri ſee to it, chat they do not uſu ip 
a Power which CH IST has not given them. Their 
If} Power is ordained for Edification , and not for Deſtruction. 


Thus, I have, in my poor manner, confidered that 
W CHRIST'is the Former and Builder of hisCharches ; 
chat their Provi ſion is of his making, and their ver. 
of his ſending to them. 

| Fu now proceed to * App cation. 


Ar- 


An Ordination SERMON. tg 


Arp TI. cATTO x. 


What has been ſaid, is applicable both to Churches 
and their Miniſters. ED) Wo vv 

1. To Churches. x il 

[r.] Are true Churches the Churches of CH R IST, 
this ſpeaks their Honour and Duty. 1 
(t.) Their Honour. | L > 

'The L Relation which Churches ſtand in to or 
Lord JESUS CHRIST renders them Honourable. JE 
SUS CHRIST has ſet them apart for Himſelf: He 
— 2 ſpecial Propriety in them; 7 are eſpouſed 
unto Him. ſer. 2. 2. I remember thee, the Kindnsjs c 
thy Youth, the Love of thine Eſpouſals. The World 
in general is His, by right of Creation; but his Church 
are His, by Purchaſe, Donation from the Father, an 
by — ; they are his ſpeeial Inheritance 
his peculiar Treaſure: Surely, it is the Honour anc 
Glory of true Churches, that they are CHRIST" 
Churches ; that He has formed them for Himſelf; that 
they are his Spouſe and He their Husband, who is 
Perſon of matchleſs Glory. | 


(2.J It s the Duty of CHRIS T's Churches 
as well as their Honour and Dignity. etl 
1. They ſhould have a humble ſenſe of the Gra 
and Condeſcention of our Lord JESUS CHRIST 1 
making them his Churches, in ſetting them apart fo 
Himſelf. 
Moſes humbly admires the Grace and Condeſcentiot 
of the Loxp to his ancient People upon this Account 
Deut. 7. 6, ), 8. For thou art a holy' People unto th 
LORD thy GOD: The LORD thy GOD hath: choſe 
thee to be a ſpecial People unto Himſelf, above 41 
People that are 2 the Face of the Earth : The LORT 
did not ſet his Love upon you, nor chooſe you, becauſe y 
were more in number than any People ( for ye were thi 
ferweſt of all People) but becauſe the LORD loved yo 
The Loa p magnifys his Grace for what He had done fo 
his V in making them His, Ezek. 16. 8. Now zebe 
I paged by thee and looked upon thee, bebold 1 Th 


Tim 


Up * 
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Line was the Tine of Tove, and I ſpread my rt 
over thee, and covered thy nakedneſs ; yea, I ſware 
anto rhee, and entered into Covenant with thee, ſaith 
Wizhe LORD GOD, and thou becameſt mine. The 
Churches of CHRIST thould admite and adore the 
Grace and Condeſcention of the glorious F ZE SUS, 
| ſchat He is pleaſed to bring them ſo near unto himſelf, 
Wand ftand fo related unto them. | 


wil 3 | 
| ( 2. They ſhould be Pure and Holy Churches. 
The Churches of CHRIST ſhould be Golden Cans 
Weſticks. He, to whom they ſtand in a ſpecial Relation 
is the Holy JESUS; and Holineſs is the grand Inten- 
ion of their Formation. Iſa. 43. 21: This Feople have I 
Iformed for my ſelf; they ſpall ſhew forth my praiſe. 
Hfracl was Holineſs ro the LORD, and the firſt Fruits 
His Increaſe, Jer. 2.2. The Churches of CHRIST 
Wire a cheſen Generation, a Royal Prieſthood, a peculiar 
People, and ſhould be zealous of good Works. All the 
Members of theſe diſtinguiſhed Societies thould be Holy, 
whether Communicants at the Lon p's Table, or others; 
bo are only under the Bonds of the Covenant. A ſtrict 
ind holy Vateh & Di/cipline ſhould be upheld & main- 
tained by the Churches of the holy JESUS, and Scan- 
als ſhould not be tolerated. CHRIST gives one of 
he Churches of 4/ia a Reprimand, for Suffering the 
Woman Zezabel to teach and ſeduce his Servants to com- 
it Fervication, and eat things ſacrificed to Idols. 


3. The Churches of CHRIST ſhould Love, and 
old Communion with one another. 
Have they not all one Father, Former and Owner? 
ath not CHRIST built them, and are they not all 
His? The Churches of CHRIST are all Siſters; ſurely 
hen, they ſhould dearly Love, and be ready to held 
WiCommunicn with one another. They ſhould be wil- 
ling to afford their mutual ANfance, as the Matter 
nay require, and to Communicate in ſpecial Ordinance 
ith one another. 


( 4. Are 


| (4 Are true Churches the Churches of CHRIS T, has 


He Formed them; then, as long as they carry it as it 
behoves them, they may and ought to depend upon 


his Protection. 
Our Lord JESUS CHRIST will ſafe- guard them from 


the Dangers they are expoſed unto. IIa. 54. 17. No 


weapon formed againſt thee ſhall proſper, and every 
Tongue, that ſpall riſe againſt thee in Judgment, thou 


ſhalt condemn : T his is the Heritage of the Servants of 


the LORD, and their Righteosſneſs is of me, ſaith 
the LORD. Jer. 2. 3. All that devour Him fhall 
offend, evil fpall come upon them, ſaith the LORD. 


He that touches the Churches, touches the Apple of 
CHRIST's Eye. Our Saviour makes a Hedge about 


them, IIa. 5. 1; 2. My Beloved hath a Vineyard in a 
very fruitſull Hill. And he fenced it — Thole, that 
endeavour to deſtroy CH RIST's Flocks, Kick againſt 
the Pricks. Ia. 26. 1, 2. Ve have a ſtrong City, Sal- 
vation will GOD appoint for Walls and ZButwarks. 
Open ye the Gates, that the righteous Nation, thatReep= 
eth the Truth, may enter in. 


[ 2.] Is the Proviſion of CHRIS T's Churches of His 
making; then they ſhould take occaſion to glorify the 
Lord TESUS from the Conſideration hereof. 

(I.) By their Praiſes and Thanksgivings. 

Here conſider, CHRIST has made plentiſul Provi- 
ſion ſor them: All things are Ready: CHRIST is a 
Fountain ; His precious Benefits are ſufficient for all 
Souls; He is able to ſave to the uttermeſt, ail that ccme 
unto GOD by Him. He ſays, Fart O Friends, Drink 
abundantiy, O Beloved. There is a ſufficient Number 
of Ordinances appointed for the uſe of bis Churthes ; 
Ordinances eno' for the Application of the Salvation 
which He has purchaſed. And is not the Proviſion which 
He has made for His Churches very ſutrable & agrenble & 
Suitable to the wants of Souls? Have not the Churches 
of CHRIST then infinite Cauſe to Bleſs and Praiſe the 
Maker of this Proviſion, ſince it is fo ample, plentiful © 
and ſuitable ? . 
5 (=) By 


ts 4 * 
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(:.) By looking unto JESUS CHRIST to bleſs the 


Proviſion, He has made tor them. 

As the Proviſion made for the Body will not anſwer 
the End, unleſs it be accompanied with the Divine Bleſ- 
ſing; for Man doth not Live by Bread aloxe, but by 
every Word that proceedeth from the Mouth of the 
LORD. So, neither will the Proviſion which CHRIST 
has made for his Churches, be ſerviceable unto them 
without his Bleſſing; bur on the contrary, will be 
prejudicial unto them. The Word will be a Savour of 
Death, the Bread at the Lox »'s Table will be Poiſon, 
and the Cup a Cup of Damnation, and the Waters of 
Haptiſm, like Oyl, will but Increaſe the Flames of Hell; 
ſo that, there is a Neceſſity of CHRIST 's Bleſſing ac- 
companying His Ordinances; and his Churches have 
great Encouragement to ſollicit him by their Prayers, for 
it, ſince the Ordinances are of his appointing and inſti- 
tuting, and He has deſign'd the ſpiritual and everlaſting 
Good of Souls by providing them for his People. Will 
He not own them by Bleſſing them for the great Purpo- 
ſes He has ordained them; if his People rightly ſeek 
unto him for His Bleſſing? * 5 


3. ] Are the Miniſters of the Churches ſent to them 
by our Lord JESUS CHRIST, then, let the Churches 
of CHRIST rightly Improve the conſideration hereof. 
t.) They ſhould receive them as ſent unto them by 
JENS CHRIST, as the purchaſe of his Blood, and 
as his Aſcenſion Gifts. They ſhould look upon them 
as Men of a divine t haracter, as CHRIS T's Ambaſſadors 
ſent to them to manage Affairs of the greateſt Impor- 
tance, and Stewards appointed by the great Head of the 
Church, to give unto every one their Meat in due 
Seaſon. They ſhould receive them Thankfully, with a 
deep ſenſe of their Obligation to the Lord ZESUS, for 
ſending his Miniſters unto them. 
2.) The Churches of CHRIST ſhould carry it to- 
wars their Miniſters, as Ain ſent unto them by F ESUS 
CHRIST. | 
(. They ſhould pay due Honour and Reſpect to their 
Perſons, 1 Theſ.5. 12,1 3. Aud we beſeech you, Brethren 
| 10 


n 


2 — 


light attended. This is but a due Reſpe 
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to know them that Labour among you, and are over you 
in the Lord, and admoniſh you ; and to eſteem them highly 
in Love, for their Works ſake. CHRIST's Amballadory 
repreſent his Perſon; and thoſe that de/pi/e Them, de- 
Lahe Him. 


8 The Churches ſhould Support their Minifters 
Well. 24 | 2 p | 

They are ſent by CHRIST unto the Churches, and 
they thould net think much to afford them Mais te- 
nance. They ſhould communicate unto them in all get 
Things : The Lok p hath ordained, that Zee «Pg 
Preach the 4245 ſhould Live of the Geſpel, Miniitets 
indeed are called Angels; hut they are Angels in Jlob, 
and need Support as well as other Men. The Relation 
Miniſters ſtand in to CHRIST, and the Importance and 
Conſequence of their Miniſtry, demand an honour. ble 
Maintenance. Poverty has a tendency to bring Mini- 
ſters and their Miniſtry into Contempt. Narrow Cir; 
on W very often break their Spirits, and ſt unt th: ir 
Lifts,by being anOc-alion of their'nt:rmedling toomuch 
with worldly Buſinels. It was a Complaint in Nevemiza/'s 
Time, that the Leuites for having their Dues with-bLeld 
from them, were fled to the Field fora Subhſtenc-. 


( 3- The Churches of CHRIST ſhould pay due Ne- 
gards to the regular Adminiſtrations of their Mini” ers, 
Miniſters are ſent by CHRIST, and they are ſent to 
Miniſter in holy Things; Their Miniftry therefore 
ſhould be diligently, ſeriouſly, conſſantly and with de- 
ter. 4 paid to tbeir 
ord and Maſter, and it will be a People's own greap 
Intereſt. | 


Laſtly, The conſideration that their Min'ſters are 
nt by our Lord JESUS CHRIST, may encourage th 
hurches of CHRIST to Pray for tien. 

Miniſters need the Prayers of.their Hlocks, The u. 
ſpired Apoſtle asks the Prayers of GOD's.People. Bre- 
r hren Pray for us: Surely then. the unin/pired Paſtors of 
the Churches need W of their Flocks, and ought, 

| | 2 £9 
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to have an Intereſt in them; and the Churches may be 
Encouraged to Pray for their Miniſters, from the (on- 


Wl fideration, chat CHRIST%has ſent them, and ſent them 


to Tranſact the great Affairs of his Kingdom; will He 
not then Bleſs and Proſper them, in anſwer to his Peo- 
ple's Prayers ? 


2. What has been ſaid under the Doctrine is appli- 
cable to the Mniſters of CHRIST's Churches. 

1. Are true Churches the Churches of CHRIST, 
has He formed them, then the Miniſters of CHRIST 
ſhould dearly Love Them. | 

They ſhould not only Love them, upon the Ac- 
count of the near Relation there is between them and 
their Flocks, and the Reſpect the Churches have ex- 
a jets to them, in Chooling them to be their Paſtors : 

ut they ſhould doit becauſe the Churches are CHRIST, 
his peculiar Treaſure, part of his Inheritance. Their 
Love to them ſhould break forth in their earneft fer- 
vent Prayers for their Flocks, not only in Publick, but 
in their CJoſess: Rom. 1. 9. For GOD is my Witneſs, 
«whom Fſerve with my Spirit, in the Goſpel of his Son, 
that without ceaſing, I make mention of you always in 
my Prayers. Their Love alſo ſheuld expreſs it ſelf in 
their devout Thanksgivings unto GOD for the good 
Circumſtances of their Flocks. 'The Proſperity of the 
Churches raiſed Thankful Reſentments in the Apoſtles 
Soul: I thank my God, thro* Feſus Chriſt, for ydu all, 
that your Faith is ſpoken of, throughout the whole 
World. Their Loveto their Flocks, ſhould alſo be ex- 
4 by their Mourning for any bad Circumſtances and 

iſad vantages they may be under: And Finally, By all 
ſuitable Inſtances of SeIHdenia to ſerve them. 


2ð. Are the Miniſters of the Churches ſent forth by 

CHRIST, then they AT with Divine Authority in 
all their regular Adminiſtrations. 

They Preach. with Authority; and they have Power 
and Authority from CHRIST to offer up the Publick. 
Prayers of the Church: They adminiſter the Seals of 
the Covenant with Authority; and Rule the n 


* 
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and 31% the People with Authority, As they have then 
Miſſion, fo they have their Commiſſion from CHRISY 
the Head of the Church: Hence Miniſters theuld Ac 
boldly in their Places; They ſhould conftder+ thi 
CHRIST has given them Power and Authority, 


3. The Miniſters of "HRIST*s Churches ſhould” by 
faithful ro CHRIS inalmuch as they are ſept by Him 

It is ſaid of our Lord JESUS CHREST, Heb. 3. 2 
That He was faithful to Him that aprointed Him. Thold 
whom CHRIST ſends forth to officiate in his Churches 
ſhould be like Him in this Reſpect; They thould bd 
faithfull toHim who appoints, ind fers them apart for thiy 
holy Office. They are Srervards, and it is required of 
a Steward, that he be faithful; They are Waich-me 


and they muſt not Sleep; They are Ambaſſadors, and 


they muſt faithfully execute their Maſter's Orders an 
Commiſſion : They afe Shepherds, and they muſt, with 
all Fidelity, look to their Ftocks. * 

The Faithfulneſs of CHRIS T's Miniſters will appea 
in their being diligent in their Studies, in au unblama 
ble Impartiality in the whole Work incumbent upo 
them, in an undaunted Zoldneſs in all their Adminiftra 
tions, and in keeping cloſe to the Commiſſion which the 
have received from JESUS CHRIST their Lord an 


Maſter. 


4. Are the Miniſters of the Churches ſeat to the Chur 
ches by our Lord JE}US CHRLT, the conlideratior 
hereof may encourage them ro depend upen CHRIS 
their Loxp and Maſter. | 

They may, without Preſumption, truſt in CHRIST re 
give them all the miniſterial Gifts, they ſtand in need o 
t furniſh them with thoſe meafures cf Grace they ma 
want for the right diſcharge of their Miniſtry, to ſtrengthe 
them againſt the Temptations they may meet with; an 
to Crown their Eſſays, to build * the Kingdom of JE 
SUS CHRIST with Succels. ithout « HRIST we 
can do nothing. O] How much do we nee his Pre 
ſence, the enlightning, ſtrengthning, quickning, puri 
fying Influences of his SPIRIT, and his Bleſſing to make 
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us proj us and ſucceſsful : And how great! 3 
he 3 of our Miſſion received 4 CHRIST! 
trengthen our Faith in Him ?--- Our Faith in that Pro- 
miſe, Lo! Tam with you alway ---. 


5. Hath CHRIST ſent forth the Miniſters of his 
hurches, then they may well expect, that He will 
all them to an Account. | 

Will He ſend forth Miniſters, and never take an Ac- 
count of their Management in their Office? This can 
never be. Heb. 13. 17. Obey them that have the Rule 
ver y0u,and ſubmit your ſelves ; for they watch for your 
Fouls, as they that muſt give Account: that they may do 
tier with Joy and not with Grief ; for that is  unprofita- 
Pie for you. The chief Shepberd will one Day appear in 
pftoniſhing Glory, and Miniſters muſt ſtand before his 
| ribunal, and give an Account of themſelves ; and their 
great and ſovereign Jadge will reward them agreable to 
heir Conduct in their Miniſtry : The Faithfull ſhall re- 
ceive from CHRIST a Crown of Glory that fadeth no- 
1049 ; But the Slothful all be bearen with manyStripec. 
1 

Wbat reinains, but that I apply my ſelf in a few Words, 
1. To the Servant of CHRIST, whom, the glorious 
Head 4 Church is about to Settle a Paſtor. 


2. To the People of GOD, whom He is going to 
_ conſtitute. a Church in his Place, 


——ů— 4. — — — — — 
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| 7: I would apply my ſelf to you, Sir, whom the 
great Head ofthe Church is about to Settle a Paſtor in 
is Place. þ 

We have very great cauſe to Bleſs the glorious Head 
pf all ſpiritual and divine Influences, that He has Liver 
ou a Sirit of Self-denialand inclin'd you to conſecrate 
and devote your {elf to his Service, in his remore Part 
pf the Wilderneſs ; and with Joy and Pleaſure we be- 
Hold your Settlement juſt arriv'd at it's conſummation. 
[ihe great F ESUS is now about to introduce you into 
I Office, which, as the Honour of it will call for your 
| zumble and thankfyl Adorations ; ſo, the Difficultie 
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- 'thereof, 
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thereof will require your conftant and entire | 
upon Him from whom you have your Mithen ; and 
the Importance and Conſequence of it, your greateſt Fi- 
delity. | | 
You will then (ve truſt ) make a Dedication of your 
ſelf to CHRIST and his Service, with a deep ſenſe of} 
your Unworthineſs of ſuch an Honour; admiring and a- 
doring the Graze and Condeſcenſion of your glorsons] 
Maſter,in calling and admitting you to ſuch an honoura- 
ble Office. The great Apoſtle of the Gentiles was very 
ſenſible of his own unworthineſs to be employed in the 
Work. of the Miniſtry, and of the Grace of the Lord 
ZESUS to him, in conſtituting him one of his Am 
baſſadors. Unto me, ſays he, who am leſs than the leaſt 
of all Saints, is this Grace given, that I ſhould Preac 
among the Gentiles, the unſearchable Riches of CHRI 
And again, I thank Chriſt Feſus our Lord, who hat 
enabled me, for that He counted me faithful, putting me 
into the Miniſtry. A Miniſter of CHRIST may ſay, a 
David did, upon another Account, What am J, ang 
what is my Father's Houſe, that thou haſt brought me 
bitherunto | 
The Digtculties of the Work yeu are enagaging in 
will require your entire and ſteady Dependence upc 
Him, who ſends you to be the Paſtor of his Church. The 
Work of the Miniſtry is a difficult Work; Difficult b 
Reaſon of our ow#s Infirmities and Corruptions ; Difficul 
becauſe of the Corruptions of thoſe with v awe are 
concerned; Difficult by reaſon of a ſubtle, buiſy, mali 
cious Devil, and an enſnaring World : The Succels o 
our Labours is above our Power; It is GOD that givetl 
the Increaſe. | 
This then is our Hope, That you will in the whol 

of your Miniſterial Work and Duty, have your Eye te 
CHRIST, from whom you will receive your Commili 
on, and by your fervent and earneſt Supplications engag 
his Preſence ; that you will plead with Him, his graciou 
Proniſe; Lo! I am with you alway, even to the End 
of che World. Enter upon your Work with Dependenc 
upon ESS CHRIST; Go on in it, with a ſenſe c 
Self- Inſuffisiency, and relying upon his A— 
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en will you be able to ſay with the Apoſtle, When £ 
weak then am I rng. 

Lou are now to have 6 {raft rommitted to you, of the 
preateſt Conſequence and Importance in the World 
ICHRIST's Glory is nearly concern'd in the faithful Diſ- 
harge of it. You are to. take the Charge of preciousSouls, 
or whoſe Salvation the Son of GOD became Incarnate, 
Ind ſewear, and bled, and dy d. You are to be made an 
Dverſeer of one of CHRIST's Flocks, and (ve truſt) 
lt will be your great Concern to Feed all the Flock 
hich He has purchaſed with his own Blood, Is not 
Ihe Work you are engaging in of the laſt conſequence ? 
And need I ſay? Dear Brother, Be faithfull. Need L 
Ey? Be diligent in your ſacred Imployment : Feed 
W-HR IT'S Sheep, Feed alſo his Lambs: Endeavour to 
Hake thoſe of your Flock who are bad, good; and the 
Food, better. Need I fay ? Preach faithfully; adminiſter 
0 e Seals of the Covenant, and Rule the Church fait h- 
Wally. You will have too tender a ſenſe of the Danger 
r Unfaithfulnels (we believe) to neglect your Duty, 
nd do the Work of the Lon p negligenthy. You will 
Love your Flock po well, to be unfaithful to it; You 
Vill have too great a Regard to the Glory of Cur15T, to 
Wetray'it; And (we truſt ) you will have too much Re- 
Pect for the Recompenſe of Reward, to be negligent in 
Jour Miniſtry. - | Fi 


i | We 

2. and Laſtly, Let me apply my ſelf unto Tov, My 
4 rethren, ho are, this Day, a coming into a Church» 
Mate. 

Acknowledge the Grace of our Lord Jr5vs Canin 
Into you, in what is to be done for you; gratefully own 
is kind Providence, in bringing you into ſuch a Rela- 
| on unto himfelf; and ſee to it, that as He highly Fa- 
| ours and Honours you, ſo his Glory may ever lie near 
Jour Hearts. | | 

; You have propoſed worldly Convenienciet and Ac- 
Ibmodarions, in your engaging in the Settlement of this 
Emote Plantation. This Eud is good and warrantable 
J it's Place; But Religion and the advancement of 
Eng ist's Kingdom, are of infinitely greater weight ; 


j 


| 


| 
1 
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and what we hope, you will have a N Regard 
unto. What you ought in a ſpecial anner to aim at 
is the Enlargement of CHRIS T's Kingdom; This will 
be your Glory and your Defence; and if This be your 
main Deſign, will not the (glorious JESUS ſay with 
Reſpect to you, as He ſaid unto His ancient People, who | 
followed Hith into the Wilderneſs ? I remember thee, 
the Kindneſs of thy Youth, the Love cf thine Eſpou- 
ſals, when thou wenteſt after me in the Wilderneſs, in 
7 me that was not ſown. Jſrael was Holineſs to the 
 Thete is this peculiar Circumſtance in your Settle- 
ment, that it is in a Place, where Satan, ſome Years 
ago, had his Seat, and the Devil was wont to be uu. 
cated by forſaken Salvages : A Place, hich was the 
Rendevousy aud Head ©uarters of our Indian Enemiss. 
Our Lord J]z=$svs Cnz1sT has driven out the Heathen, 
and made Room for you, that He might have a Seed 
to ſerve Him in this Place, where He has been much 
diſhonoured in Time paſt. Be then concerned to an- 
{wer his juſt Expectation ; be ſolicitous, that yow who 
are becoming his Flock, may be his Glory; that Ten 
may be for a Name and Praiſe unto Him. Let RELE 
GION be upheld in your Families, in your Cloſers, in 
the Houſe of GOD, and in your Conver/ations : and 
always endeavour to Live in Love and Peace, and the 
GOD of Love & Peace wild bewwith you. 


And now, Behold the Man whom the great Loxv 
of che Harveſt is ſending to, and ſetling amongſt you 
thls Day; aüd be Thatkful for Him. Confider, He 
is but a Man, clothed with hamane Infirmities, and 
attended with moral Imperfections; and let him always 
enjoy an Intereſt in your Prayers, and extend Candor 
towards him: Look upon him, as ſent you by CnaisrT, 
and receive him as ſuch, and eſteem him highly in 
Love, and carry it towards him agreable to his facred 
Character, and as his Relation to you ſhall call for: Let 
him be well ſupported ; rejoice his Heart and ſtrergthen 
his Hands by your Concord, and ⁊rilling ſubjection to 
the Goſpel, and conſtant i upon his Miniſtry, 

to 
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to which your own greateſt Intereſt, as well as yout 
Duty co CHRIST, will; oblige you, * 


oy | wr F * : 21 3 . , 7 o 
And now, Brethrez, We commend you unto GOD, 
and the Word of his Grace, which is able to build you 
up, and give you an Inheritance among them that are 
, Sandtified. We wiſh, you the conſtant, gracious Preſence 
of a gracious GOD and compaſſionate Savious, that 
He would draw a Line of Protection round about you, 
and that no Weapon formed again you may Proſper ; 
that He would Watch over you Day and Night, an- 
protect you from the Sword of the Wilderneſs ; and that, 
tho? you are Setled in the Wilderneſs, yet that He would 
not be a WIderne/s. unto. you, nor a Land of Darkyeſs ; 
That He would lift up the Light oſ his Countenance, 
and cauſe his 1 n 70% and your Poſterity; 
and make this Place an Habi tation of Righteouſne 
and Mountain of Holineſs, unto the lateſt Generation, 


p : 
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The Church was gathered, and the £ able ent 
CHARGE given, 


By the Reverend 


Mr, Phillips of Andover. 


In the Name and Fear Li GOD, Amen. 
Dear SIR, 


2 E have ſeen, and 40 approve of 

| your Call to the Evangelical Mini- 

ſtry, and to the Paſtoral Office 1n 

this Church of CHRIST, as alſo your Accep- 
tance of the ſame. 

And therefore now, 4s Miniſters and Am- 
baſſadors of CHRIST, and in the Name of 
Him, our great LORD and MASTER, we 
do Conſtitute and Ordain Jou, to be 4 Mini- 
ſter of the Goſpel of the Lord FRSUS, and 
the Paſtor of I be Church or Flock in this Plate, 
in particular, 
>" 

In the ſame glorious Name, We do nord: 
moſt ſolemnly Charge you, before GOD, and 
the Lord JESUS. CHRIST, who ſhall Ju ge. 
the Quick and the Dead, at * Appearing. 

E 2 


and 
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and . and before the ele# Angels, 
who are, doubfleſs, Witneſſes of this Selen, 
nity ; that you be faithfull in the Diſcharge of 
this awful Truſt, and that you watch for Souls, 
as one that muſt give an Account. | 


Take thou the Overſight. of this Flock, not 
by conſtraint, but willingly ; not for filthy 
Lucre, but of a ready Mind ; neither as a Lord 
over GOD's „ Heritage but deing an Enfample 
to the Flock. Feed thou the whole Flock 
over which the HOLY GHOST hath made 
you an Gyerſeer; We ſay, both the N and 
the Lambs of it. 


And, in order Han obſerve theſe things 
following. | 

© Give Attendance to Reading and Medita- 
tion; Study hard to ſhew your ſelf approved 
of GOD, and a Work-man that needeth not 
to be aſhamed : N eglect not the Gift which 
is in thee, but let thy Profiting appear unto 
all Men. 

Pray in the Name of our Lord JESUS 
CHRIST without ceaſing; and in a peculiar 
manner, be frequent and fervent in Prayer to 
GOD with and for this People, and their Off- 
Prins | 

And, 

Preach the Word; not enkel Words 

of Man's Wiſdor, but i in Demonſtration of the 
Spirit 


Spirit and Power: Be inſtant in Scaſon, and 
.out of Seaſon, Reprove, Rebuke, Exhort with 
all Long-ſuffering and Doctrine: In Doctrine 
ſhow Uncorruptneſs, Gravity, Sincerity, and 
ſound Speech which. cannot be condemned: 
Shun not to declare the whole Counſel of GOD: 
Rightly divide the Word of Truth, and give 
to every one his Portion in ſeaſon : Preacff not 
thy ſelf, but CHRIST JESUS the LORD; 
and by Manifeſtation of the Truth, commend 
thy ſelf to every Man's Conſcience in the fight 
of GOD: Take heed both to thy Se, and to 
thy Doctrine, and continue in them, that thou 
* ſave thy ſelf, and thoſe that hear thee, 
_— An - - „ * 
Bleſs thou the Congregation, from Time to 
Time, in the Name of the LORD,” | © 
." * Alle,-:-49 2x4 "WM 
Adminiſter the Sacraments of Baptiſin and 
the LORD's-Supper after the due Order; and, 
as a wiſe and good Steward of thoſe heavenly 
Myſteries, to thoſe, and to thoſe only, who 
have a Right to the ſame according to divine 
Inſtitution, | © IE. 


Moreover, 5 

Govern and Rule the Flock committed to 
your Charge, by the Laws of CHRIST: Ex- 
erciſe that Dikipline and thoſe Cenſures, 
which our LORD hath appointed to be ob- 


ſerved in his Church, for the removing and 


* healing 
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| healing Offences, and the reclaiming Offenders; 
Keep the Church pure; and do nothing by 


| Fail not to Y7/# and Pray with and for the 
Sick, N if ſent for on that Occafion, 
and When your ſo doing ſhall not interfere 
with, nor hinder you from, your public La- 
r 1 
As a good Shepherd, watch over and defend 
| the Flock againſt all ſuch as may ſeek to Cor- 
rupt, or lead it aſtray. 5 


Endure 1 as a good Souldier of E- 

SUS CHRIST : Be always couragious in the 

| Cauſe of GOD, not fearing the Faces of Men: 

_ let your Zeal be eyer temper'd with Pru- 
67166; © 


Let no Man deſpiſe thy Youth; but be thou 
an Example of the Believers, in Word, in Con- 
verſation, in Charity, in Spirit, in Faith, in 
Purity: In all things ſhew thy ſelf a Pattern 
of good Works. And 
| Sir, 


| Hereby Power is given to you, to per form 
all miniſterial Ads, not only in this Place, but 
| in ot her Places alſo, as there ſhall be Occaſion, 
and when you ſhall be regularly called there- 


| Unto. | 
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And in particular, 

You have Power, hence-forwar at _ if in 
the Ordination of others to the fime oy 
with your ſelf, Apen invited thereto: But, 
lay thy Hand ſuddenly on no 4 neither be 
Partaker of other Men's Sins, 2 ſelf 

re; and therefore (it) 185 oh he on 

duly qualified for, and regularly called to, 
the Work of the Miniſtry : Dear Brother, 
That Good Thing which is now committed to 
you, keep by the HOLY-GHOST. ; and 
the ſame commit thou, as there ſhall be Oc- 
caſion, to faithfull Men, who ſhall be able ts 
teach others alſo, 


And in your whole miniſterial Work, ap- 
prove your (elf a wiſe Guide and Overſeer, 
a carcful and tender Shepherd, a faithful Ste⸗ 
ward, a vigilant Watchman, and a loyal Em- 
baſſador; giving no Offence in any 1 that 
the Miniſtry be not blamed. 9 


And again we ſay, Take heed to the Mini- 
| try, which thou haſt received in the LORD, 
that Zhou fulfil it. 

And, in a word, 

Have a fincere Reſpect to ALL the Com- 
mandments enjoyn'd Jon in the Oracles of 
GOD, confider'd, both as a Chriſtian, and as a 
Minifter of the Lord F ESU §; and let your 
humble and conſtan ependence beupon Him, 
both for Strength and Righteouſneſs. - 

nd 


The CHARGE. 


And now, We declare and —_ to yon 
in the Name of our Lord JESUS CHRIST, 
that / yous keep this Charge, you ſhall re- 
ceive a full Reward from Him; and that, 

| wheti the chief Shepherd ſhall app „then 
[you ſhall appear with Him in Glory, and 
ſhall receive from Him a CROWN of Glory 


which ſhall neyer fade away. 
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My : Brethren of this Audienc 6 
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; haye now "MM one 'of e e 
of JESUSCHRIST wich very g 

Sodann . —— to the Paſtoral Chat 51 ph 
his Church and People in this Place. 

when we conſider the ſolemn Charge e given 
to Miniſters, in Ordinatio bogelfe with 
the Difficulties. attending the 8. of the 
Miniſtry, eſpecially in ſome. Places; ; hat 


need have they ef Afliftance and Enochrage- 
ment in their Wos ? Nothing but the Grace 


and promiſed Preſence of CHRIST, are fufficis 
ont to this end. To obtain this, twill be of 
Advantage to them that they be agreed 7o- 
getber in asking che ſame, and uſing an ee i 

eunto. That. there | 
ought to de and is a ſpecial Ag reement So- 
city 3g F ellow{hip be Miniſters 6 or. the 


be eee gw | 
99% 0%. 63 vaghg | 


— — j ũꝙ9.ü.—ñß——— l . ͤ—u—x—x—x—x—x—ꝛ—w— Ns 


| 38 The Right | Hand of Fellowſhip. 
| rhe {Origin of us Uige ind Cuftom, 


| we find in the Scriptures, 
| we profeſs to adhere to) in it's being given to 


| Fidclity. The Rig bi Hand, with Men, uſu- 


|| given to bin, they gays nns bim and Bar- 


E 


">< Ont ter IS PLACE, 


( which in all things 


Paul & Barnabas, by James, Cenbas and 
Jai, Bat 2449. 7 72 ade $209 
Barnabas, the right Hands of Fellowſhip. 
The meaning of which is to be gathered from 
the cqmmon Uſe, f the Expreſſions and Phraſe, 


compared with the Drift and Scope of the 


Context. 2M 


Giving the Hand, imports Friendſhip and 


ally intends Dignity and Preference. Fellow- 


Hip contains in it Equality and Communion, 


I * look into the Context, we ſhall ſee that 
the Apoſtle Pam being called to his Apoſtle- 
ſhip,. preached the Goſpel x conſiderable Time 
in Places diſtant from Feru/alem, before he had 
any Society with the other Apoſtles of our 
LORD: At length he went up with Barna- 
bas and Titus to Feruſalem, ind preached the 


foal there, which he had been preaching to 


the (Gentiles, And when the Apoſtles at e- 
ruſalem had ſome” Acquaintance with him, 
they plainly petceivd his Divine Miſſion, that 
the Goſpel of theUncircumcifion Was commit. 


ted to bim, even #s the Gofpel of the Circum- 
len was unto Peter. And the Text faith, 


When they perceived this Grace that was 
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; Ix. Right fad RE“,j”·õ 38 
nabas the right Hands.of Fellowſhip ; . that 
they ſhould go unto the Heathen, and thew- 
2 BY. 5 186 1. e. They ac- 
-nowledged them to be Apoſtles, ang agreed 
to bers their. Charge Wich Hens They 
very heartily embraced them as their Fellows, 
and Equals in Dignity. ; difdained not to give 
them Preference, and wiſhed them Succets, ; 


= P . 


On this Example, is ſounded the giving 
the right Hand of Fellowſhip at our Ordina- 
tions; we ſuppoſing a parity of Reaſon for it; 
the ordinary ſtanding Miniſters of the Goſ- 

1 (even, as the Apoſtles ') being equal in 

ffice and Dignity, . and obliged to 1 
Friendſhip and Fidelity, in Fellowſhip anc 
Communion with one another. © 5 5 


And according to the conſtrüction that we 
now a-days put upon this Ceremony, the 
Import of it may be reduced to theſe two 
things, Eguality and Communion. Tis a to- 
ken of the Equality of Goſpel-Miniſters, 
that we allow of no material Diſtinction be- 
tween Goſpel Biſhops and Presbyters, and afp | 
ſert the Validity of Presbyterial Ordination. 
'Tis, a token of near Fe//owſhip and Commu- | 
nion between Miniſters ; Cas a moſt happy | 
* to the Communion of Churches.) 
Which is to be expreſſed by Praying one 


for another; exchanging Pulpits with pne 
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| anothcs:” ER oh rakihg Advice vi 1 
another ;. faith Admoniſhing each other, 
| when "they ſee 5 e each 
| other fo their People; countenancing one 
another i in their regular Adminiſtrations and 


N as far 4 as may be in one and the 
Method of Publick Wort p and Plan 
of Diſcipline. e 


According! 7, Reverend Sr, In the name of 
| the Reyercnd Elders here convened, I now 
| give this right. Hand of Fellowſhip unto 
Jou, as our beloved Brother, Companion and 
| fellow Labourer ;* inveſted in the Paſtoral 
| Office, equal) i in Dighity and Authority with 
| our ſelves. Being ſatisfied that you are called 
| of GOD to this Honour, by your miniſte- 
rial Gifts and Inclinations, the. Invitation of 
| the People over whoth yo are made an 
Overſeer, and your regular and folemn Sepa 

ration to your Office at this time, by the im- 

poſition of Hands, and Prayer. And we pro- 

| miſe to maintain Fellowſhip and Communion 

With you, by lifting up holy Hands in Prayer 

for you, that you may obtain the Divine 

| Pele enge, Aſſiſtance and Succeſs, in your Mi- 

| niſtry ; that the Hand of the Lord may bg 
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with 395 to ſtrengthen your Hands, and en- 
courage your Heart, under all the Difficulties 
1 may attend your Miniſtry in this Place. 
by 3 you in all other voy of 
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This we do 15 60 e bur + Re 
verend and 'Betoyed Brother to all People 
where he thay at Be gy y time be alles to Ex6rd 
ciſe any part of his Miniftry ;''pa t 
the Churches here convened: oo Ad 7 > 
ſpecially the Church and in this Place; 
= 755 to teceive 1 che LORD, tt 
N Saints, and to eſteem p_ "highs 
in Love for his Work's fake, an do be af 

ice among your ſelyes. 1 5 n 


7 as 


Hetil: Were rejoice-to 1 ou 10 Kon fog 
Hed into a "Church, with. a'Paſtor over you; 
and eſ ecially that zwe ſee the Kingdom of out 
Tord JESUS:CHRIST erected here, here 

FSatans Seat Was. On this occaſion, 1 allo, 
in the name of the Churches here preſent dy 
their Delegates, give unto you the right Hand 

of Fellowfhp ; tignifying, that the Churches of 

CYRIST ſalute you as thei. Companion * 
Siſter-Church, intitled to all the Priviledges 

a Church of CHRIST. And as we have 8 

afforded our Coutitenance-ahd Aſfiſtance in the 
Ordination of a Paſtor over you; ſo we ſhall 
be ready to maintain Feflowſhip with you in 
all other ways of the Communrent of Churches, 
by adviſing and admoniſhing you as there 
may be NI : by receiving your A 
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|| to occafionalCommunion at the LORD's-T. 
Vith us; and by being ready to concur with you 
zn bearing Teſtimony againſt Scandals; and 
by hearty Concern and Prayer for, you. Theſe 
Things are what our Fathers in this Land, 
thought the Right Hand of Fellowſhip im- 
ported and obliged unto : 'Theſe things there- 
| [fore we promiſe to you, and expect from you. 
|| Now, adding our Prayers that GOD would 
Bleſs this little Flock, and increaſe you with 
| all the increaſes of GOD ; that He may re- 
member you, the Kindneſs of your Youth, the 
Love of your Eſpouſals, in walking after Him 
in the Wilderneſs, in a Land that was not ſown; 
That you may, like 1/rael, be Holineſs to 
the LORD: that all that 2 may 
offend. Deſiring your Prayers alſo for us, 
that the Lord JESUS CHRIST may walk 
jn the midſt of His Golden Candleſticks, and 
Hold the Stars in his right Hand. 
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